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Video of the Week – How turnkey solutions can be implemented on-board 

 

Popular on ships where dynamic positioning operations take place – such as during the installation of 

sea based wind turbines - an azimuth thruster is a configuration of marine propellers that can be rotated 

360 degrees around the vertical axis. The unit provides propulsion, steering and positioning thrust for 

much better manoeuvrability compared to the traditional fixed propeller and rudder 

system. Retractable thrusters can be retracted into the hull when not in use, thereby 

reducing the ship’s drag.  

 

The drives for the unit are supplied partly with hydraulic or water lines, but primarily with 

motor cables, while they are extended and retracted from the ship's hull. In this week’s 

video, igus demonstrates how energy chains effectively manage the cables and 

hoses involved, while keeping the installation space small. The low weight, as well as the 

corrosion resistance of igus energy chains, give clear advantages over their steel 

counterparts. 

 

Energy chain systems and cables from igus withstand the toughest environmental conditions. On drilling 

vessels or on oil rigs, they ensure a reliable supply of energy. 

 

To watch the video in full, please visit: www.igus.co.uk/retractablethrusters. To find out more about igus 

marine solutions, visit www.igus.co.uk or call igus directly on 01604 677240. 

 

 

igus resources: 
 

LiveChat with our technical team at igus.co.uk 
 

Follow us at twitter.com/igusUK  
 

Watch our videos at igus.co.uk/YouTube 
 

Connect to us at igus.co.uk/Facebook  
 

Read our blog at blog.igus.co.uk  

 

– Ends – 



 

About igus: 

Based in Northampton in the UK and with global headquarters in Cologne, Germany, igus is a leading 

international manufacturer of energy chain systems and polymer plain bearings. The family-run company 

is represented in 35 countries and employs approximately 3,000 people worldwide. In 2016, igus 

achieved sales of 592 million euros with motion plastics, plastic components for moving applications. 

 

With plastic bearing experience since 1964, cable carrier experience since 1971 and continuous-flex 

cable since 1989, igus provides the right solution based on 100,000 products available from stock with 

between 1,500 and 2,500 new product introductions each year. igus operates the largest test laboratories 

and factories in its sector to offer customers quick turnaround times on innovative products and solutions 

tailored to their needs. 
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longer life, robolink, xiros, xirodur and vector are registered trademarks of the igus GmbH. 
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